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              Q: 
              
                Every now and then, ABCpdf runs out of memory
              

            

            The project I'm on is using a 3rd party component to build dynamic PDFs in a VB.Net web system called ABCpdf.Net.  (not a terrible tool, but not a great one either.)


Every now and then, for reasons I can't fathom, the document object throws a SEHException.  Digging futher, it turns out this is caused by a custom exception in the document object of the type WebSupergoo.ABCpdf6.Internal.PDFException.  The contents contains only the not -terribly-helpful title "Unable to get image data. Out Of Memory" Usually this happens when trying to add an image to the PDF.  Since these images are PNGs of less than 100k, I'm guessing their size isn't the issue.


Also, the really strange thing is that once this issue starts happening, the only way to get it to stop seems to be to reboot the web server, which is clearly a little sub-par.


Has anyone ever had this problem (or even used this tool?)



          

          
            
              
                +1 
                A: 
                I haven't specifically seen this error before, but we've had memory issues with ABC PDF before.  


Long story short is that it is NOT a completely managed code base, but simply a .NET wrapper around their COM version.  That being said, we traced our memory usage problem to not disposing of their objects properly.


So, instead of:



Dim doc As New Doc()
'etc...



do this:



    Dim doc as Doc
    Using doc As New Doc()
      'etc...
    End Using




                
                  Craig Wilson
                   2008-10-06 20:51:49
                

              

              
                
                  so what if it isn't 100% pure managed? It implements IDisposable, you didn't dispose it. Fault's yours, you should know .NET requires careful object lifetime management.

                  gbjbaanb
                   2008-10-06 21:56:52
                

                
                  I wasn't blaming ABC PDF.  "We did not dispose of their objects properly".  But, not disposing of managed resources can have a different effect than not disposing of unmanaged resources, and the effect here is that ABC PDF begins to fail.

                  Craig Wilson
                   2008-10-06 22:41:45
                

                
                  It's also worth pointing out that the ABCpdf documentation doesn't say that it implements IDisposable, and in fact more or less states you *don't* need to dispose of the Doc object.

                  Electrons_Ahoy
                   2008-10-07 00:24:53
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                Fascinating.  I had come to the conclusion that was what must be going on.  Do you still call the doc.Clear() at the end of the using block?



                
                  Electrons_Ahoy
                   2008-10-06 21:27:08
                

              

              
                
                  I do not as I believe that the dispose method of Doc handles that for you.

                  Craig Wilson
                   2008-10-06 22:23:05
                

                
                  Good to know, thanks.

                  Electrons_Ahoy
                   2008-10-07 00:23:39
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                A: 
                Update, three months later:


As near as I can tell, the memory issues were all resolved when we upgraded from ABCpdf 6 to 7.  It would seem that version 7 is no longer a COM object with a .NET wrapper, but all managed code from the bottom up.  It's still not the greatest PDF generator out there, but the resource disposal problems seem to have been resolved.
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                   2009-01-09 18:44:13
                

              

              

            

          

        

        
          
            related questions

            
              Subsonic Vs NHibernate
            

            
              How to check For File Lock in C# ?
            

            
              Is nAnt still supported and suitable for .net 3.5/VS2008?
            

            
              Limit size of Queue<T> in .NET?
            

            
              Viewstate invalid when using Safari
            

            
              Free OCR library
            

            
              Unhandled Exception Handler in .NET 1.1
            

            
              Localising date format descriptors
            

            
              Get a new object instance from a Type in C#
            

            
              VFP .NET OLEdb provider does not work in Win 64-Bits. Help
            

            
              .NET Testing Framework Advice
            

            
              Embedded Database for .net that can run off a network
            

            
              Automatically update version number
            

            
              Homegrown consumption of web services
            

            
              How do you migrate a large app from VB6 to VB .net ?
            

            
              .NET Migrations Engine
            

            
              Adding Scripting functionality to .NET applications
            

            
              SQLite and XSD
            

            
              Floating Point Number parsing: Is there a Catch All algorithm?
            

            
              How do I programmatically create a PDF in my .NET application?
            

            
              How do I sync the SVN revision number with my ASP.NET web site?
            

            
              XSD DataSets and ignoring foreign keys
            

            
              Anatomy of a "Memory Leak"
            

            
              Reliable Timer in a Console Application
            

            
              How do I calculate relative time?
            

          

        

      

    

    
      
        The questions, topics and answers come from serverfault.com, stackoverflow.com and superuser.com, and are licensed under the cc-wiki license.

        © 2010 Chad Scira / icodeforlove

      

    

    
    
    
    
  