
    
      
        
          ansaurus
        

      

    

    
      
        
          
            
              tags:

              	
                  pdf
                
	
                  ruby
                
	
                  doc
                


            

            
              views:

              2601
            

            
              answers:

              4
            

            
              +2 
              Q: 
              
                Convert a .doc or .pdf to an image and display a thumbnail in Ruby?
              

            

            Does anyone know how to generate document thumbnails in Ruby (or C, python...)



          

          
            
              
                
                A: 
                Not sure about .doc support in any open source library but ImageMagick (and the RMagick gem) can be compiled with pdf support (I think it's on by default)



                
                  Loren Segal
                   2008-09-15 18:12:23
                

              

              

            

            
              
                
                A: 
                PDF support is a little buggy in ImageMagick - but it's by far the best OS way for ruby.  There's also a google summer of code project for pure Ruby PDF support.


I've read stuff about using OpenOffice without the GUI to transform .doc files - but it'll be complicated at best.
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                A: 
                As the 2 previous posters said, ImageMagick's probably the easiest way to generate the thumbnails.


You could exec something like:


´convert -size 300x300 doc.pdf doc.png´



(The backquotes tell Ruby to shell it out).


If you don't want to use exec to do the conversion you could use the RMagick gem to do it for you but it's probably a bit more of code.
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                A: 
                A simple RMagick example to convert a PDF to a PNG would be:


require 'RMagick'
pdf = Magick::ImageList.new("doc.pdf")
thumb = pdf.scale(300, 300)
thumb.write "doc.png"



To convert a MS Word document, it won't be as easy.  Your best option may be to first convert it to a PDF before generating the thumbnail.  Your options for generating the PDF depend heavily on the OS you're running on.  One might be to use OpenOffice and the Python Open Document Converter.  There are also online conversion services you could try, including http://Zamzar.com.
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              Best place to get Ruby on Vista up and running as dev environment
            

            
              How can I encode xml files to xfdl (base64-gzip)?
            

            
              What is the best way to learn Ruby?
            

            
              Learning Ruby on Rails any good for Grails?
            

            
              How to sell Python to a client/boss/person with lots of cash
            

            
              How do I create a Class using the Singleton Design Pattern in Ruby?
            

            
              How do I update Ruby Gems from behind a Proxy (ISA-NTLM)
            

            
              Why Should I Learn Ruby?
            

            
              How do I create a new Ruby on Rails application using MySQL instead of SQLite?
            

            
              How do I rake tasks within a ruby script?
            

            
              Ruby On Rails with Windows Vista - Best Setup?
            

            
              Mapping values from two array in Ruby
            

            
              Reverse DNS in Ruby?
            

            
              Text Editor For Linux (Besides Vi)?
            

            
              What is good forum software to add to an existing Rails application?
            

            
              Calling Bash Commands From Ruby
            

            
              How can I modify .xfdl files? (Update #1)
            

            
              How do I use (n)curses in Ruby?
            

            
              Open Source Ruby Projects
            

            
              How do I fix 'Unprocessed view path found' error with ExceptionNotifier plugin in rails 2.1?
            

            
              When to use lambda, when to use Proc.new?
            

            
              Frequent SystemExit in Ruby when making HTTP calls
            

            
              Implementation of "Remember me" in a Rails application.
            

            
              .NET Migrations Engine
            

            
              How do I add existing comments to RDoc in Ruby?
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